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AVING lately peruſed the Britiſn 
Journal of the 8th of February laſt 
- (which was publiſh'd in Anſwer to 
your preceding Craftsman) I perceive he 
endeavours to skreen and varniſh the Acti- 
ons of ſome particular Men from the juſt. 
and regular Sine of eyery diſintereſted, 
Briton, who has any Regard for the Welfare 
and Happineſs of his native Country. 
Alas! we groan under the Preſſure of 4 
Multiplicity of unaccountable Difficulties, 
the Scource of which principally ariſes 
from a Defe& in the Behaviour of ſome 
ſelf-intereſted Perſons; . who, by their 
Miſmanagement in their ſeveral Stations, 
are the ſole and principal Authors of our 
F *-- "+ ."-._ + "OT 
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preſent Calamity, which is conſpicuous by 
a Defe& in our Trade, both at Homg'and 
Abroad. I thought it therefore a Duty 
incumbent on me to anſwer (as far as my 
Capacity will admit) his Arguments, 
Which are couch'd in ambitious and un- 
intelligible Terms, and detect him in 
his maniteſt} Prevarications, his Sophiſtry, 
and many palpable Errors. 

How ſoft, and how ſmooth is his per- 
ſuafive Language, by which he would im- 
poſe on the credulous Nature of a thought- 
leſs Multitude, whoſe ſhallow Judgment 
cannot penetrate into the dark Deſigns 1 
an acute and curious Pen- man. Such 
thets he vainly afcribes to himſelf from his 
attacking you (as he is pleafed to term 
it) without any Regard either to your Ver 
ſo or Character. 

In the firſt! Place Mr. Manly. would 
ind muate, that he is a Subject of a moral 
Virtue and downright ſity, and as ſuch, 
would: have us believe whatever he avers 
to be true: If, by his Virtue or Integrity, 
he means ifirm Attachment to the Intereſt 
and Advantage of his darling Favourite, that 
Minion of State by whoſe SanRion hethrives, 
and by whoſe Smiles he lives above a de- 
ſpicabſe Contempt, I may perhaps be in- 
duced to allow his Adlerden; but if by 
his Integrity, he means innate and neceſſary 
Principles, 


* * — N 


charg dwith the highe 
than Mr. Many has done; yet, whether 


(3) 


Principles, free from all manner of Vice, 
but more eſpecially thoſe two material 
Parts, vis. (brruption and an inordinate 
Deſire of Lure, I muſt abſolutely, deny 
his Poſition; but this I will vouch for Mad. 
ter of Tad. that never a Man writ with a 
more ſeeming . to acquit a Man 
[putation of Guilt 


his Heart and his Pen bore an equal Pace, 


I will not pretend to determine. 


2 with the Stateſman may not be meta- 
os d into Mr. Manly, or Mr. Manh 
— __ Stateſman ; but whether he is ot 


is not, I am ſure he has laid himſelf very 
open to the ſame publick Calumny, by 


endeavouring to juſtify his Proceedings. 
ers cum paribus facillime congregantur. 
of a Feather flock together; or, noſci- 


tur ex ſocio qui non cognoſcitur ipſe. For when 


any Man would attempt to put a Gloſs up- 
on, or extenuate the unwarrantable Actions 


of a certain great Man, that by his Ava- 


rice and Extortions, Self-intereſts and Cor- 
ruption, has evidently ruin'd a wealthy and 
flouriſhing Nation, and reduced it to the 
loweſt Ebb. of Miſery and Confufion, he 
cannot certainly be look'd upon otherwile, 
than as a Perſon of the like Stamp and Na- 
ture, and the ſame perverſe Principles; that 
be _ wanted ann to oy chem in- 
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(4) 
to Practice, and execute what his unbound- 
ed Ambition, his Immorality, or his pri- 
vate Intereſt might dictate and promote. 
Tukkk is nothing makes a Stateſman 
more conſpicuous, and his Greatneſs more 
permanent and of a longer duration, than 
the' moderate Uſe of his Authority. He 
that riſes from a' mean Station to fit at 
the helm of Affairs, had need be circum- 
ſpect in his Actions, and frugal in his 
Management ; for the Eyes of the World are 
fix'd on him and his Behaviour. It is a 
good Maxim in a riſing Favourite to re- 
tain the ſame Humility, and to look back 
on the virtuous Intentions that ſojourn'd 
with him in his low Eſtate. How happy 
was that Man in his Thoughts? who (when 
he came gaily dreſs'd to viſit an intimate 
Acquaintancethat was promoted to the Dig- 
nity of a Cardinal) was ſurpriz'd to find 
his Friend's manners chang'd with his Stati- 
on: He therefore goes home, and the next 
day comes in Mourning; the Cardinal was 
ſurpiiz'd, and asked the Cauſe of that ſud- 
den Change ; his Friend reply d, it was for 
the Death of that Humility, that died in him 
when he was elected Cardinal. If, Mr. 
Manly had follow'd the ſame prudent Ex- 
ample, he might perhaps have reclaim'd the 
Stateſman ; and not have left him liable 
to the juſt Reproaches of an injur'd People. 
TD £ I am 


(5) * 

Lam ſorry Mr. Manly is guilty of ſo | 
much Indiſcretion, as to attempt to vindi- 
"cate the unparallel'd Actions of any merce- * 
nary Subject, by laying an Imputation on 

the Memory of his late moſt ſacred Majeſty. 
A Monarch! who had nothing more at 
heart than the Welfare and Happineſs of 


r ey eres 


his People; that was always directed by his 


Counſellors, and made our own national 

Laws, the Rule of his Government. How 

- he alone could come by this Secret is a 

L Myſtery, without his Patron induſtriouſly 

rais d the Report on purpoſe to take off the 
© i Burthen from his own Back to lay it on his 
] Monarch's Shoulders; a ſtrange political 

4 Maxim us d of late in this Nation. 

n Ap whereas he aſcribes the preſent Rup- 

e ture to the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Fleet, 

A on the Sicilian Coaſt; and to a Promile 

WH (which proves ineffectual) of the Reſtituti- 

13 on of Gibraltar, and Port-Ma bon; 1 will 

tt _ not deny but his Allegations in that Affair 
"= may. be true, and that the Loſs. of their © | 
. gallantFleetmight have ſhagreen'd the Spa- 
R niardi, and had a great Influence on the 

m |} Spaniſh Council to commence Hoſtilities by 

1 ſeizing our Merchants Ships, both in their 
European and Indian Territories. Yet what 

he Vindication is this of his favourite Stateſ- 

le man? Certain it is, our Admiral deſtroy'd, 

le. at that fortunate Blow, the greateſt Part ot 

88 11 | their 
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their naval Force: But how 2: Or by whoſe 


| Order or Direction e Either he had Inſtruc- 


tions to engage them, or he had not. If 


he had, I deſire Mr. Manly to inform us 


from whom did he receive his Inſtructions? 
If he had not (which is abſurd to ſuggeſt) 
he was certainly guilty of a very great 
Overſight, of a very great Miſdemeanor, 
and which (let the Succeſs be as it will) 
would certainly have brought him on the 
Stage to anſwer for an Offence of ſo high 


" a Nature. 


* 


Bur fatal Experience moſt certainly has 
taught that brave and excellent Comman- 


der, that States and Kingdoms are not to 


be trifled with at the capricious Humour of 
any ſingle Perſon or Subject, however dig- 
nity'd or diſtinguiſh'd. In all cafes, where 
there is not a lawful Authority for enga- 


ging, the Aggreſſors are look d upon as 


Pirates and common Plunderers by the 
eſtabliſn'd Laws of all Chriſtian and Eu- 
ropean Nations, and even by the Infidels 
themſelves. | 

I inſtance Sir Walter Raleigh, that Mir- 
rour of his Age, that by the repeated 
Complaints of Gondamore, the Spaniſh Em- 


 baſſador, againſt him for his brave enter- 


prizing Actions, and ſurprizing Adventures 
againſt the Subjects of his Nation in the 


Indies, then intitled to a peaceable Poſſeſ- 


en 


nnn 
ſton of their Eſtates and Effects, by an Ex- 
emption from Hoſtilities, there being at 
that: Time a Ceſſation of Arms; was call'd 
down to his former Judgment, and exe- 
cuted, notwithſtanding he pleaded a Com- 
miſſion from his Soveraign in Arreſt of 
Judgment; which, by all judicious and 


learned People, both at that Time and 


in ſucceeding Ages, was thought a ſuffici- 
ent Diſcharge for him from any Crimes, or 
Imputation of Guilt, that could be laid to 
| Fa Charge till the Date of his Commil- 
Bur, I ſuppoſe, our Patriot having in- 
advertently got into a Labyrinth, he could 
not well tell how to extricate himſelf, but 
by baſely- and ſhamefully abandoning the 
Intereſt of his native Country, by offering, 
as an Equivalent, thoſe two Fortreſſes that 
were neither demanded nor expected. 
This is ſuch an indelible Blot in the Eſcut- 
cheon of a True- born Eugliſuman, that 
nothing * my humble Opinion) but the 
Blood of the Wretch can expiate, that 
was the Author of our Infamy and Dif- 
grace: Nor can the Report be ever re- 
ceived with any Probability of Verity, that 
ſo great, ſo publick, and ſo brave a Gen- 
tleman, as the Lord Stanhope, durſt offer 
the Spaziaras the Reſtitution of that im- 
portant Place, without expreſs W 
Fe rom 
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Thing ſhall. ſurely die, 'and ſhall reflore the 
Lamb four-fold. If we Were to draw 1 


certain Steward would be put 'to his 
Trumps to repay the Fourth Part of what 


ſands of unhappy Subjects: Nor could Mr. 
avert the penal Part of the King's Sen- 


famous and noble Plunderer would cer- 
tainly fall a Sacrifice to the juſt Reſent- 


(8) 
from that noble Perſon by whoſe Intereſt 
he was ſent on cher Eda, in enges 

WEN Nathan the Prophet complain'd 
to David, ſaying, There were two Men in the 
City, the one very Rich, and bad exceeding 
many Flocks and Herds, and the poor Man 
had only one Ewe Lamb, which he had 
bought. and nouriſh'd with his Family ; and 
there came a Traveller to the rich Man's 
Houſe, and he ſpared to take from his Flocks 
and Herds, but took from the poor Man his 
Lamb, and dreſſed it for his Gueſt: and the 
Anger of ihe Lord was kindled againſt the- 
rich Man, and he ſaid unto Nathan, as the 
Lord liveth, the Man that hath done this 


Parallel from this Parable, I am afraid a 


he had ſurreptitiouſly taken from Thou- 
Manly, with all his Art and Sophiſtry, 


tence; for I have Reaſon to believe, our 


* * 


ment of an injur'd Nation. 


As for my Part, I cannot imagine what 1 
could induce ſome great Men to have ſuch © 


a Regard to the Intereſt of the Houſe of | 


(9) 


Auſtria, as to plunge themſelves into new 
Difficulties, when they maturely conſider 
the Conſequences of 'a Rupture, and that 


inthe late War they never fully anſwered 


our Expettations ; never brought their. 
Quotas, ſtipulated by former Treaties, in 
due Time into the Field; that we were 
run to the ſuperfluous Expence of a confi- 
derable Naval Armament, to tranſport our 


native Troops into Spain to ſupport his 


Pretenſions; from whence a fourth Part 


never. return'd, but periſh'd either by the 


Tediouſneſs of the Voyage, by the exceſ- 


five Heat of the Climate, or the neceſlary 
Dangers and Caſualties of a War: But 


what is moſt ſurprizing is, that they ſhould 
engage themſelves to ſurrender their Con- 
queſts in Sain to the Spaniards, to purchaſe 
the Impettaliſts the peaceable Poſſeſſion of 
Sicily. 1 „ N 
Tunis is indeed ſuch a Piece of Policy 
that cannat eaſily. be accounted for. What 
had we to. do with Sicih, provided the Spa- 
nards did not moleſt us in our Quarters ? 
Mr. Manly may argue, that as we were 
Guarantees, we ought in Honour to inter- 
poſe, and aſſiſt the Emperor againſt thoſe that 
invaded his Right and Property, without 
any juſt Cauſe ot Complaint, or any other 


Motive but the reſtleſs and ungovern d 
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(10) 


Spirit of the Spaniards, who were uneaſy 


to ſee the Territories of their Monarchy 


under any other Juriſdiction whatever. 


Bur allowing this Poſition to be true, 


and (which is a farther Conceſſion) that 


after they had ſubdued Sicily and Sardima, 


they would certainly have attempted Gi- 


braltar and Port Mahon, with their Dil- 
truſts, we ought to have waited the Onſet 
before we begun. We might have aſſiſted 
in tranſporting the Imperial Troops with- 
out engaging ourſelves as Principals, and 


being an Aggreſſor; without engaging and 


deſtroying their Fleet, when there was no 


Declaration of War on either Side, and 
when the Spaniards little expected ſuch il! 
Treatment from thoſe they had treated as 
Friends and Allies ſince the Treaty of 


Utrecht. F 
IT argues the nobleſt Juſtice in Man- 


kind, not to deceive willingly that Man 
that entirely places his Confidence in their 
- Honeſty and Morality. As that Grief is 
the trueſt that is without a Witnels, ſo is 
that Honeſty beſt which is in itſelf without 
Hope of Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment; | 
- for. Virtue that is ſincere, values not the 


Applauſe. of a , giddy Multitude. ?Tis 


when we are conſcious of ſome internal 


Defect, that we look out for others Ap- | 


: probation, Certainly the World cannot 


tempt | 


(un) 


tempt the Man that is honeſt; and he is 


certainly a true Man, that will not ſteal or 


defraud the Publick, when he may do it 
without being impeach'd. I applaud this 
Saying of Ciceros, Perditiſſumi eſt hominis, 
1 eum, qui leſus non eſſet niſi crediatſſet. 
t is the moſt perpetrated Piece of Villany 
to deceive the Man that had not been in- 
jur'd, unleſs he had placed a Confidence 
—A / ̃ͤ 
Tre is certainly a fatal End that al- 
ways attends on a Man of an ambitious 
Mind, and. a capacious Soul; for tho' at 
firſt they had a native Goodneſs, yet at laſt 
they arrive to the moſt perpetrated, villa- 
nous Acts that human Underſtanding could 
ſuggeſt. Their Affluence, their Magnifi- 
cence, conſume their moſt regularThoughts ; 


for they will ſtick at nothing that is ill to 
appear in a ſplendid Equipage, and defray 


the Expences of their midnight Revels; ſo, 
rather than the World ſhould ſee an Altera- 


tion, they leave no Vice, no Immorality un- 
practiſed. Tacitus, deſcribing them, ſays, ra- 


rium ambitione exhauſtum, per ſcelera ſupplen- 
dum erit ; Treaſure ſpent laſciviouſly, will 


be ſupply d with all manner of Wickedneſs ; 
for what is it Ambition will not practiſe, 


rather than ſee her Port decline? This is 


a true Emblem of a certain modern Great 
Man. I wiſh him the ſame Comfort Dio- 


* genes 
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gene gave ſuch a profligate Sinner that 
complain'd he was afraid he ſhould either 
#144 at Home, or be forced to fly to a 
Oretgn Country, where he ſhould cer- 


die. Be of good Comfort, ſays the 


:.11iolopher, for whatſoever thou art, or 
c»1herefoevcy thou goeſt, the Way to Hell is 
th. ⁰ů¶⅛d ̃ p EE TITS Te W 
PRIDE is generally the Child of immenſe 
Riches, and Contempt too often fits in the 
Seat with Honour: Whom have we known 
more imperious in an Office, than he that 
riſes from a Beggar 2 But, alas! his Cor- 
raptions are diſeaſes incurable, whilſt he 
lives they will break in upon him; he may. 
correct them a while, yet he cannot deſtroy 
them: They are like the Feathers in a 


Fow], cut them, they will grow again; 


break them, they will come again; pluck 
them, they will grow again ; only kill the 
Bird, and they will grow no more. 

I cannot imagine, Sir, what Mr. Manly 
would infer from his fo often appealing to 
your Judgment and Memory, Whether the 
Deſtruction of the Saniſi Fleet was not 
the Source of every Injury done to our 
Trade, and our Peace? And whether it 
was not the Occaſion of our preſent Diſtur- 


bances? Fam willing to allow it was; for 


there can be no Denial where there is a; 


plain Demonſtration to prove the Poſition. 


Well 


(3) - 5 | 
Well then, "IS he ſhould, to prove 
(if poſſible) the Innocence of his Patron, 
[yRaghcally argue. 3 

Ix the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Fleet 

in 1719, was the ſole and principal Occa- 
ſion of our preſent Calamity, then thoſe 
that perſuaded his Majeſty are only to 
be ee; and ought to be call'd to an 
Account. f 
Bur the Deſtruction of that Fleet was. 
the ſole and principal Occaſion, which was: 
not wrought by the Advice or Counſel of. 
any Engliſhman, but by Foreigners who 
had Influence enough in the late Reign, 
equal to Deſigns which no Engliſbuan 
would or durſt undertake. 

ERGO, thoſe Foreigners hich had: 

| adviſed, and not the Engliſhmen, ought to 

| be blamed. — 

I anſwer, allowing. (which is abſurd at 
this time to conceive) that the aniſh Fleet 
was not deſtroy d, even by the Approba- | 
tion, much leſs the Command of any B= 

| tuſh Miniſter of State; yet they were Eu 
gliſhmen that deſtroy'd it: The Admirals, 
the Captains, Lieutenants and other War- 
rant Officers, with all the Number of Sea- 

-. Þ*® menthatdeſtroy'd it, were Engliſhmen ; and 

1 3 the bloody Flag, the Signal for Battle, was 3 

a, the Enſign 15 the Eugliſb Nation. If then | 

| = the Nen of the Spantfh Fleet was 0 

[1 1 21 not 
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by the Conſent, Knowledge, and Appro- 


RN OD ITY 


2. 
not materially and effectually wrought 


bation of thoſe at the helm of Affairs; 


why did they not call the Admiral to an 


Account for acting, and exceeding the 


Bounds of his limited Commiſſion when 


he came home? This would have been 
conſtrued a Vindication of their Innocence. 
But on the contrary, it is evident, the- 


Commander was dignified, loaded with 


Honours, Places of Profit and Grandeur 
were beſtowed on him; which was a cer- 


_ tain Token that that Enterprize with the 
Succeſs at that Time was both applauded 
and approv'd. And. however ſhort fight- 


ed our notable Politician might have been 
at that critical Juncture in not juſtifying 
himſelf, he cannot now evade the heavy 
Imputation that was due to ſo raſh and un- 
warrantable an Aion. © | 
Bur if this had been the only Slip, or 


wrong Step that he had made through the 


whole Courſe of his Adminiſtration; we 
might be eaſily induc'd to paſs it over in 
Silence. I hope Mr. Manly will not likewiſe 


attribute the Inactivity of the fineſt,” the 


compleateſt and the beſt equip'd Squadron 
that ever ſail'd to the Indies, to the Coun- 
ſel of any foreign Adviſers, We loſt in that 
Expedition two brave and experienc'd Ad- 
mirals, ſeven or eight Captains, forty 

-” Lieutenants, 


„„ * 0 ut 


(15) 
Lieutenants, Warrant Officers proportionable, 
with four thouſand able: Sailors, and yet 
not one of all this Number periſh d by the 
Sword; beſides, the neceſſary Charge of 


Manning and Victualling that with other 
Fleets has been fo expenſive to this Nation 
(without any benefit) that the heavy Burden 
will be ſenſibly felt in ſucceeding Ages. 
I have heard it aver'd by a Gentleman 


of Honour, Courage, and Integrity, that 
. When our Squadron came before 


orto- Bello 
they might eaſily have deſtroyed the Spaniſh 
Ships in their Harbours without any Danger 
or Difficulty, Nor have we any reaſon to 


doubt of the Verity of what he ſaid, ſee- 


ing it is recorded in Hiſtory, that four or 


five Buccaneering Sloops, which could not 
carry above a Thouſand Men, have taken 


and plunder'd Lima, Panama, Carthagena, 


Porto-Bello, and all the conſiderable Fortreſ- 
ſes along the Mexicanan and Peruvian 
Coaſts. This Gentleman declar'd he was 
on board Captain Hume in the Dragon, 
who was order'd by Admiral Hoſier to caſt 
Anchor within Piſtol Shot of the Fort in 
that Harbour, which he accordingly perform- 
ed. The Spaniſb Governour ſent a Meſſen- 
ger on board him, to deſire him to keep at 


a greater Diſtance from the Fort; it bein 


- contrary. to his Orders, to ſuffer any Ship of 
Force to anchor fo near him: But the Cap- 


tain 
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tain bravely reply'd, he was order'd to 


chat Station; and there he would remain; 


that he expected to be commanded to at- 
tack him, and hoped (ere Morning) to 


have the Honour of having him a Priſoner 


on board, and there continued, without 
any-Interruption, till he was order'd to re- 


» 


tire; hip . 
1 cannot imagine what is the Reaſon 


that we ſtand at Bay, and let the Spaniards 
rob and plunder our Merchant-Ships at 
Diſcretion; ſeeing we have a Monarch on 


the Throne of a bold enterprizing Genius, 


and poſſeſod with as many manly Virtues, 
as our Hearts could wiſh or decree. It 
was King Willium's Maxim, that the only 


Way to command a Peace is to demand it 
Sword in Hand; for Fax quæritur Bello. 
Beſides, if we rightly conſider that the 
Spaniards are but of a ſordid Brood, a 


Compoſit ion of Tuik, Jew, and Infidel, Þ 
and ſtill inherit the innate and puſillani- 
mous Diſpoſitions of their deſpicable Pre- 


deceſſors, we have no Reaſon, at this Time, 

to dread either their Fortune, their Cou- 

rage, or their Abilities. 4 5 4 
Ob publick Prints are daily repeating 


the Succeſs and piratical Captures of the 
Stantards in the Indies ( which can juſtly 
be term'd no other, conſidering they were 
taken during a Suſpenſion of Hoſtilities) 


It 


It is allow'd, by a regular Computation, 
they have taken 130 Sloops' and Ships 
within theſe few Years paſt, and ſome of 


* 


them ' very con f iderable | Prizes. X A d mit j ” 
then that the Whole being promiſcuouſſy 


rated, allowing the Surplus of ſome to 


make good the Defects of others; that each 


Total Loſs amounts to One Million three 
hundred thouſand Pounds, which is a Sum 
too conſiderable to be ſpared at preſent to 
our implacable Enemies, without any Re- 
priſal on the Part of Great Britain, that 
once had it in her Power, when our Fleet 
firſt got thither, to have entirely deſtroy d 
their Naval Force in their Harbours, which 
would have prevented the fatal Conſe- 
quences that have ſince attended our Neg- 


n | 


Ver there are not wanting fome honeſt _ 
Gentlemen of Mr. Manh's Kidney, that in 

all publick Aſſemblies endeavour, with 
Subtilty of Speech, to juſtify the Spaniards 
in their irregular Proceedings. They do 


not ſcruple to ſay, that our Merchants de- 


ſerve the Treatment they meet with, be- 


cauſe they feloniouſly carry on a prohibited 


Trade. If the Caſe was ours, there is no 
Man but would apprehend (if poſſible) any 
Felon that ſhould attempt to rob his Deer- 

| DJ | Park, - 
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without permiſfion, in order to puniſh, 


him; but theſe” Men forget to — 
that a great Number of theſe Ships have 


been taken on our own Coaſts, ee 
main wack 2 7 3/8 ö 


tion of Gitrahar Was N on 4 
Ferment that the e Scheme 
wroveght in our Nation, and that 


the Advantage of thoſe troubleſome Tin imes 


bo de upon which the late Ki 


(to eaſe the people on the one hand, a 


to the Saniards on the other d 
a corn wherein he promis'd. 7800 


take a favourable 4 5 5 to make : 


them eaſy, and to regulate. that Matter, 


with the-Conſent of his Parliament. But 
here Mr. Mary has forgot himſelf, for juſt 
before he attributes the Cauſe to the De- 
1 of their Fleet on the Coaſt of 
city 
 Attowins his late Majeſty, of glorious. 
Memory, did actually ſign a Letter to the 
King of Hain, he aid not write the whole 
Subſtance of it. As to the latter, Me. 


Many is ſilent ; he does not inform us who 


penn'd it, or that it was ever mov'd (till of 
late) in that Auguſt Aſſembly. No! that 


Was 


GA. AY ICU. 


Re ; ner Pa We Were 0. = Parſon 


that either drew it up in Forms, or advis d 
to have it done. ot nde 
Ir is evident, the Saatt;- 6 tes! 


e the Nation; and that their 
increaſing their C apital Stock by Sobſerip= | 
tion, gave them an Opportunity to carry 
on that Bubble with a greater. Facility than 
they could eaſonably haue —_ bad 
they been coͤnſin d within the narrow Con. 
paſs of the national Debts, for which Indul- 


an fend they paid ſeveral conſiderable Sums: - 
to the Government, and ſeveral large Pre- 
miums to Perſons of Rank and Station, for 
9 be Intereſt and their Indulgence in that 

A 


[- heard a Story related the other 


1 Nigbt in a Coffee-houſe, that there was 
Ba certain Great Man who had very large 
$7 poſleſſions that fell to him by the Demile 
of a near Relation; and, for the better 


Regulation of his Domeſticks and Tenants, 


2 bad appointed a Convention of ſeveral ot 


D 2 e - 


ee 


( 20 5 
politer Inbabitants, Men of Rguteland 


Ben to conſult Ways and Means to ſet- 
tle a politieaFGovernmetit; and regulate his 
Eſtate; into which ſome tof his Domeſticks 
had procured themſelves to be admitted 
through Corruption and Bribery; and be- 
came very conſpicuous: Among! thoſe, 
his Head- Steward made none of cde wem. 


eſt of Figures, altho he was originally a 


Perſon of neither a conſiderable Fortune 
nor Family. There being two very c coniſi- 


derable Farms, which lay contiguous to 


this great Man's paternal Eſtate, to be ſold, | 
he had a longing Deſire to have them in 


his Poſſeſſion; but as tlie Purchaſe: Money 
was very large, he applies himſelf to his 


ral weighty Cauſes, was devoted to his In- 
tereſt) to raiſe him the Sums demanded, 
The Steward was puzzled at firſt how to 
raiſe Money, but at laſt happily hit on this 
Project: He told his Maſter there was a 

certain Society, that by the Conveiitn 
were allowd to carry on a Trade with 


their Neighbours, and wanted ſome Im- 
munities and ſome Indulgence to increaſe 
their Capital Stock: T Hat as this Trade 
was generally thought a beneficial one, and 
carry d a ſeeming Proſpect of a conſider- F 
able Profir and Advantage, he did not 

doubt | 


Steward (whom he was ſatisfied, 'for ſeve- 


F „ | 6 1 5 
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doubt but the Convention would readily 
would. privately contribute largely.enough 
to Gabe him to pay Su Purchale-Money, 
His, Maſter Aiked. the Propolal, andi the So- 
cigty, the Demand he. made ; ſo all, Parties 
were agreed, and the Society, by the 
Steward's Intereſt, had the San&ion of the 
„ 
Bur, good God! what fatal Conſe- 
quences attended this chimerical Project: 
The we eee nobleſt Tenants were 
rumd And undone”; the rich Widows and 
the young Maidens loſt their Eortunes, 


that ſhould have ſupported them according 


to their Stations; there was hardly a Fa- 
mily of Nan in tag Metropolis, but bore 
a Part in the general Calamity; whilſt ſome 
few Principals of that Society monopolized 
all, or moſt Part of the Ready Money of 
that once wealthy and flouriſhing Eſtate ; 
.and when the Clamours of the People 
cauſed a general O this, Steward ſtood 
a8 uncongein'd/ . N he badi Hand in the 
Plot, having fein provided for him- 
ſelf, and his eie by other palpable 
Abuſes, beſides UaEattal and deſtructive 
Project: And it i evident, that the Ne- 
ceſſity of the preſent Times are entirely 
owing to his Conduct and Miſmanage- 

| ments 
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